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Marketing Committee Role

The function of the Marketing Committee is to broaden the market for and promote the use of steel 
castings by investigating and developing new markets, developing and implementing an effective marketing 
program, and communicating the advantages of steel castings to present and prospective consumers in an 
effective manner.

To carry out its mission, the committee maintains liaison with other committees of the Society through the 
staff, identifies technical, business and market topics of interest to customers and SFSA members, directs 
development of the material and delivery of the information.  The committee develops the deliverables for 
the marketing program such as messaging, competitive input, target market, and specific planning, The 
committee also performs related market research to help guide the work of the Society and  prepares 
each year for the Society an annual forecast of steel casting demand…..
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Customer Education Resources
• Steel Foundry Directory
• Free SFSA Publications
• Online Specification/Material Database
• Customer Webinars
• White Papers
• Foundry Glossary
• Steel Casting Design Videos
• Handbook Supplement 6 Update
• Steel Casting NDT Methods
• Making Steel Castings – Customer Series

Steel Founders’ Society of America

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 The customer education resources on the SFSA website are the most frequently used resources on the site. SFSA and the marketing committee continue to add new content.
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Steel Markets Survey
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SFSA Markets Steel Casting Examples
Rail/Transit frames, couplings, bolsters, track components
Mining - Equipment axle housing, frame components, suspension, gear case
Mining - Consumables G.E.T., liners, hammers, grate plates, cement and aggregate components
Construction Equipment axle components, sprocket, end caps, transmission housing
Truck - Class 8 suspension brackets, brake components, axle spindles, fifth wheels
Pump housing, impeller, covers, bowls
Valve strainer bodies, bonnets, butterfly valves
Oil & Gas port adapters, brackets, levers, slip linkages
Military ground vehicle and maritime components
Industrial Furnace and Oven Mfg. Furnace, heat treat, steel mill components - rollers, links, baskets
Industrial Machinery Industrial equipment parts - pulp & paper, food, shotblast - plates, wheels, sprockets, flanges

OTHER MARKETS
Agricultural Implement Manufacturing Agricultural Products - Hitch Links, Sprockets
Electric Power Generation Power Generation - Coreforms, deflector blocks

Aerospace Product and Parts Manufacturing
Aerospace bearing supports, combustor cases, compressor cases, exhaust diffusers, stationary 
inlet guides, swirlers

Engine, Turbine, and Power Transmission 
Equipment Turbine engine - compressor cases, combustor basket
Special Die and Tool Manufacturing Dies, Tooling, fixtures

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The market segments highlighted in gray are the individual markets included in the survey with those in yellow are combined to make up the ‘other markets’ category
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Forecast Process

• Segmented primary markets
• Identified key customers and 

users in each market
• Analyze customer top line sales
• Market survey to members
• Leverage customer 

associations
– Pumps, Valves, Rail, Equip. Mfg.

• Review analyst reports
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North America Market Segments – Annual Production

Market Industry % of total market prod.
North America
SFSA Members % of Industry Production

Railroad 160,100 21% 33,300 21%

Mining 205,800 27% 139,900 68%

Valve and Pump 61,000 8% 26,200 43%

Oil & Gas 22,900 3% 11,300 49%

Construction 68,600 9% 14,800 22%

Trucks 15,300 2% 1,300 8%

Military 22,900 3% 15,400 67%

Industrial Equip. 83,800 11% 32,100 38%

Industrial Furn. 24,300 3% 15,800 65%

Other Industrial 99,100 13% 44,600 45%
Total 763,800 334,700 44%

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Each year, SFSA updates the industry directory from responses members and non-members to End use surveys and directory listing forms to determine the annual production tonnage for each of the forecast markets. The industry numbers are calculated by multiplying the estimated annual production of each foundry by the percentage of their production they report for each market. For example, if a foundry produces 2,000 tons of steel castings per year, and they report 10% of their production is the construction market, then 200 tons of their production is counted as construction. 

The SFSA members columns shows the current production tonnage for each market segment, and the last column is the percentage of industry production that our members represent for each market. 
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SFSA Trends Report
Monthly Business Trends Survey

• YoY comparison of C&LA and stainless shipments and bookings
• YoY comparison of C&LA and stainless backlog

• Business bookings – 3-month outlook
• Workforce – 3-month outlook

2025 Changes
• Summary results no longer published in the Casteel Reporter
• Survey link posted in the Market News of Casteel Reporter

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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Source: ITR Trends Report

ITR’s US Economy Summary

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Key Takeaways:
Most core metrics of the US economy are accelerating, led by durables, retail sales, and capital spending. Manufacturing is mixed: tech-related industries are strong and heavy equipment is soft.
Employment is slowing, but it remains at record levels; it typically lags other core metrics.
Consumers and businesses are financially healthy overall, despite pressure on lower-income households.
Leading indicators point to mild to moderate growth in 2026. Planning should emphasize efficiency and margin protection in 2026 given rising inflationary pressures.
Our business cycle theory points to 2027 being a softer year, with many segments plateauing or seeing only minor growth.

https://itreconomics.com/trends-report/
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Source: ITR Trends Report

ITR’s Manufacturing US Economy Summary

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ITR Key Takeaways:

While there are still pockets of weakness and uneven performance across sectors, the core story is upward momentum into 2026.
The auto market has entered a recovery trend, supported by middle- and upper-income consumers while the subprime market sees some rockiness.
Defense and tech remain areas of opportunity, while Heavy-Duty Truck Production is a laggard.


https://itreconomics.com/trends-report/
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Source: ITR Trends Report

ITR’s Manufacturing US Economy Summary

https://itreconomics.com/trends-report/
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Total Steel Castings Market

2025 2026

1% 3%
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Rail Forecast

Projected Car Deliveries
2024 – 42,000
2025 – 29,000  
2026 – 27,000

12

2025 2026

-6% 1%

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2026 and 2027 delivery expectations reduced due to ongoing weakness in the freight and economic environment, low order levels, and a depleted backlog. However, many older, highly utilized railcars will require replacement, creating pent-up demand as we approach 2027 and beyond. Most new railcar needs in the coming years will come from replacement demand in medium-cube covered hoppers, select flatcar fleets, gondolas, open-top hoppers, and both replacement and organic demand in tank cars and large covered hoppers. 
Members are anticipating moderate growth in transit from a decline in 2025. 
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2025 2026

3% 5%

Equipment
• 2025 Projection – up 6%
• 2026 Forecast – up 4%

Consumables
• 2025 Projection – up 1%
• 2026 Forecast – up 5%

Source: ITR Trends Report

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Member Input on market factors:

Tariffs & trade war related risks, material demand for electrification, customer forecast, domestic sourcing

ITR: US mining production (excluding oil and gas) has shifted into an accelerating growth phase, with August’s 12MMA sitting slightly above last year and expected to continue rising into early 2026 before entering a multiyear decline through at least 2027. Coal production, despite long-term headwinds from cleaner-energy trends, is currently providing short-term lift, as is metal ore mining, which is posting modest year-over-year gains. Demand for domestically sourced metals essential to semiconductors, grid upgrades, and other advanced technologies is likely to stay strong, supported by elevated tariffs and the national push for energy efficiency as AI adoption expands. Added factors—loosening regulations, rapid technological progress, and intensifying trade frictions—create conditions that could push mining activity above baseline expectations.

Metal Mining: Growth is anticipated, particularly in copper and gold sectors, supported by favorable market conditions.
Industrial Minerals: Production is projected to remain stable, with gradual increases in demand for materials essential to construction and infrastructure.
Critical Minerals: Significant expansion is expected, driven by the growing demand for electric vehicle batteries and renewable energy technologies�


https://itreconomics.com/trends-report/
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16

2025 2026

3% 4%

• Easing supply chain constraints, rising 
interest in capital-driven efficiency 
gains, and higher prices are likely 
supporting a revival in New Orders

Source: ITR Trends Report

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

ITR: US Construction Machinery New Orders are expected to rise through the end of next year, with growth remaining in the single-digit range, followed by a mild downturn in early 2027 and a modest rebound later that year. Unfilled Orders have already fallen more than 30% from their 2023 peak as backlogs have been worked down, meaning upcoming New Orders growth will be driven largely by inflation rather than expanding demand. With less backlog cushion heading into 2026, firms will need to compete actively for market share rather than rely on broad market momentum. Although key end-use sectors such as single-unit housing and overall nonresidential construction will be relatively soft, selective regional opportunities will persist.


https://itreconomics.com/trends-report/
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18

2025 2026

-6% 2%

Class 8 Truck Shipments
2024 2025f 2026f

Class 8 324,000 301,000 310,000

% Change 2.7% -7% 3%

Source: ITR Trends Report

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ITR – US Heavy-Duty Truck Production is running 19.6% below last year on a 12-month basis and is expected to soften slightly through year-end before beginning a sustained upswing in early 2026. That rise should continue through at least 2027, aside from a brief early-2027 plateau. Freight Service Revenues are trending upward—specialized freight near record levels and long-distance freight still elevated relative to its long-term path—supporting stronger investment sentiment among carriers. Growing wholesale activity and continued e-commerce expansion will encourage new truck purchases, though production growth will be restrained by persistent high interest rates and lingering caution following prior overstocking.

https://itreconomics.com/trends-report/
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2025 2026

-1% 3%

Projected 2025 vs. 2024 Tonnage
• Pumps: -1% 
• Valves: -1% 

2026 Forecast
• Pumps: 4%
• Valves: 3%

• Customer Forecasts
• Nuclear Pump Market Growth

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Member Input:

• nuclear, severe service rebuilds, pipeline products, domestic policy
Capital equipment spending
tariffs and interest rates
• production slowly moving out from China for specialty items
• historical order patterns, health of economy
• Tariffs, labor, military release, nuclear market explosion
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Oil Field Forecast
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2025 2026

-2% 4%

US Crude Oil Spot Price Forecast

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ITR: The US Oil and Gas Extraction Production 12MMA in July came in 2.3% above the year-ago level. We expect that Production 12MMA rise will continue through at least2027. Given a mixture of upside and downside evidence, the pace of growth will be muted in the near term, but it is likely to pick up next year. We are monitoring some potential downside risks to the outlook, such as declining E&P investment, declining export volumes, and muted oil prices. However, thin US Crude Oil Inventories and an accelerating macroeconomy will help drive higher production and prices next year. Upcoming positive momentum is corroborated by an uptick in industry utilization rates. A renewed focus on oil and gas from the Trump administration could expedite future E&P activity, with new capacity contributing to rise.
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2025 2026

4% 7%

• Appropriations – New Platforms
• Geopolitical Tensions 

US Defense Capital Goods New Orders

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ITR: US Defense Capital Goods New Orders are expected to trend upward through at least 2027, with only a short plateau anticipated in mid-2026 due to normal cyclical patterns and currently high inventories. The ongoing government shutdown is not likely to create a meaningful or lasting reduction in defense spending, as core military operations continue uninterrupted. In fact, geopolitical tensions and active rearmament efforts in Europe and Asia present more upside than downside risk to future defense demand.
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2025 2026

5% 3%

Industrial equipment parts - pulp & 
paper, food, shotblast - plates, wheels, 
sprockets, flanges

US Machinery New Orders

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ITR: US Machinery New Orders are trending upward and are expected to continue rising through 2026 before leveling off for much of 2027. Higher commodity prices—particularly steel—will contribute to increased order values, meaning part of the growth will reflect pricing rather than pure volume. Even so, real activity is poised to strengthen. Rising Capacity Utilization in machinery manufacturing indicates that companies are investing to expand production, replace older equipment, and boost efficiency, all of which support a favorable outlook for continued growth in New Orders.
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Industrial Furnace and Oven Mfg. Forecast
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2025 2026

1% 0%

Industrial Process Ovens, Induction Heating, 
and Kilns - furnace, heat treat, steel mill 
components - rollers, links, baskets

• Customer forecast
• Market conditions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Modest growth (less than 2%) forecasted through 2028. 

Assumptions: Steady demand from industries needing heat treatment, metal processing, curing/drying, etc.; manageable energy and raw material costs; no major supply chain disruptions; interest rates not rising significantly, so capital investment remains viable.
Risks: High borrowing costs; tariff / trade policy uncertainties; slower capital spending if industrial demand softens; competition from imports; regulatory or emissions / efficiency requirements raising equipment cost; possible delays in replacement of older furnaces.
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Other Markets Forecast
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2025 2026

5% 3%

Markets included:
• Tooling
• Agriculture
• Cement
• Engine/Turbine
• Municipal
• Power Generation
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